Immigration & Migration Patterns
I. The Colonial Period


A. The Puritans – immigrated to New England in the 1630s (part of the Great English migration of ~70,000 people) because…



- desire to escape political repressions



- desire to find new economic opportunities and to avoid recession in England



- desire to escape restrictions on their religious practices


B. Migration to Appalachia – the Proclamation of 1763 set a boundary across which colonists were not supposed to cross (to prevent costly conflicts with trans-Appalachian Indians)


- As American Indians were defeated, Scotch-Irish, German & English immigrants moved into Appalachia… motivated by low price and easy availability of land
II. Early 19th Century: 1800-1850


A. The Irish were the largest # of immigrants during the first half of the 19th C; fled the potato famine, settled in urban cities on East coast, worked on canal & RR projects


B. The Germans were second largest group, fleeing political turmoil in Germany


C. The Know-Nothing Party was first nativist political party, directed hostility to Catholic immigrants from Ireland and Germany

III. Late 19th and Early 20th Century: 1880-1924


A. Exodusters were African-Americans who fled the violence of Reconstruction South in 1879-80, mostly went to Kansas


B. New Immigrants – before 1880, most immigrants came from British Isles and Western Europe; beginning in 1880, new wave came from small towns and villages in S & E Europe (Italy, Russian, Poland, Austria-Hungary), settled primarily in large cities in NE and Midwest (very few went to the South)

C. Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 was the first law to exclude a group because of ethnic background; prohibited the immigration of Chinese to the US; was strongly supported by working-class Americans; reflected anti-immigration sentiment in California

D. Nativist Opposition based on to New Immigrants because of their different religions, different languages & cultures, they were willing to work for lower wages than native-born workers, and they were not familiar with the American political system


E. The National Origins Act was to use quotas to restrict the flow of newcomers from S & E Europe; favored immigrants from N & W Europe; therefore decreased #s coming from Europe to the US in the 1920s (didn’t affect # of Mexicans or Puerto Ricans immigrating because they were not included in the restrictions from either 1921 or 1924 acts)
IV. The Black Migration


A. Causes – Jim Crow laws in the South denied African-Americans their rights as citizens & forced them to endure poverty & systematic discrimination; beginning with WWI, demand for labor attracted African-Americans to cities in the N & W; migration continued to N & W cities during WWII

V. Immigration from Mexico


- During the Great Depression, may Mexicans returned to Mexico


- Surge in immigration in 20th Century because relaxed quotas during the 1960s, a desire for economic & employment opportunities, & desire to reunite with family who had immigrated earlier

VI. Population Shifts after WWII


A. From Cities to Suburbs in 1950s, mass migration of middle-income Americans from cities to suburbs was facilitated by new interstate highway system


B. From Frostbelt to Sunbelt – beginning in 1970s, largest growth in states below 37th parallel (from Virginia to California) = largest population gains in the S & W continues


C. From Latin America and Asia – Since 1980, significant increase in immigration from Latin America and Asia; Hispanics are largest minority group, especially in SW
Milestones in Native American History

I. Pre-Columbian Societies


A. Arrival in North America – most scholars believe the first Native Americans arrived by traveling across a land bridge connecting eastern Siberia & Alaska

B. Key Advances: math-based calendar, irrigation systems, domesticated crops (maize), multi-family dwellings, large cities

C. Key Failures: did NOT develop wheeled vehicles, gunpowder or waterwheels
II. First European Contacts with Native Americans


A. Columbian Exchange refers to the exchange of plants and animals (corn, tomatoes, potatoes, horses, cows, pigs) between the New World and Europe after the “discovery” of America in 1492; Old World diseases caused epidemics among Native Americans, severe population declines because lacked immunity

B. Similarities between Natives and First English Settlers – agricultural economies, villages, domesticated corn and vegetables, strong sense of spirituality

C. Differences between Natives and First English Settlers – conceptions of property (Natives had no concept of private property!)

D. Interaction between Natives and First English Settlers – the more Natives interacted with the English colonists, the more dependent they became on the fur trade; political and linguistic differences among Native Americans hindered united opposition to the English

E. The Iroquois Confederacy was the most important and powerful Native American alliance; lived in permanent settlements
III. Forced Removal of American Indians to the Trans-Mississippi West

A. Worcester v. Georgia (1831) – the Cherokees (unlike any other tribes) tried to mount a court challenge to the removal order; the SCOTUS upheld the rights of the Cherokees to their tribal lands

B. Andrew Jackson and the Cherokees – Jackson refused to recognize the Court’s decision

C. The Trail of Tears – Jackson’s policy resulted in the removal of the Cherokee to settlements across the Mississippi River; the Trail of Tears refers to the relocation of Natives to Oklahoma (1/4 of the Cherokee people died)
IV. Government Policy Toward American Indians in the Second Half of the 20th Century


A. Decline of the Plains Indians resulted from slaughter of 70 million buffalo, spread of epidemic diseases, and construction of the railroads; the publication of Century of Dishonor (1881) by Helen Hunt Jackson created more public awareness of the wrongs inflicted by the federal government on Native Americans


B. Dawes Act of 1887 was a misguided attempt to assimilate Native Americans into mainstream America by dissolving many tribes as legal entities, eliminating tribal ownership of land, and granting 160 acres to individual family heads.

- It ignored the reliance of traditional Indian culture on tribally-held land. 
- By 1900, Indians had lost 50% of the land they had held 20 years earlier.

- The forced assimilation doctrine remained government policy for almost 50 years.

- The Indian Reorganization Act of 1934 partially reversed the individualistic approach by 


restoring the tribal basis of Indian life.

C. The Ghost Dance was a sacred ritual expressing a vision that the buffalo would return and all elements of White civilization would disappear. Fearing that the ceremony would trigger an uprising, the army attempted to stamp it out at the Battle of Wounded Knee (~200 Indian men, women & children were killed).
V. Contributions During WWII


A. Homefront – Native Americans volunteered to work in defense industries.

B. Navajo Code Talkers -- ~400 Navajos served as Code Talkers in the Pacific Theater (because fewer than 30 non-Navajos understood the unwritten language); their primary job was to transmit vital battlefield information via telegraphs and radios
Labor Unions, Labor Laws and Labor Strikes

1. The Knights of Labor – led by Terence Powderly, the Knights grew rapidly (peaking at 730k members in 1886) because of…


- open-membership policy, industrialization of American economy, and growth of urban population


- They welcomed unskilled and semi-skilled workers (including women, immigrants & African-Americans).


- They were idealists who believed they could eliminate conflict between labor & management; their goal was to create a cooperative society in which laborers, not capitalists, owned the industries in which they worked.

- The Haymarket Square riot was unfairly blamed on the Knights – and resulted in the public associating them with anarchists.

2. The Industrial Workers of the World (IWW) – led by Mother Jones, Big Bill Haywood, and Eugene Debs. Like the KoL, the IWW strove to unite all laborers, including unskilled workers and African-Americans, who were excluded from craft unions.


- Unlike the KoL, the IWW (“Wobblies”) embraced the rhetoric of class conflict, and endorsed violent tactics.


- Membership never exceeded 150k, and the IWW collapsed during WWI.

3. The American Federation of Labor (AFL) – led by Samuel Gompers; was an alliance of skilled workers; concentrated on higher wages, shorter hours, and better working conditions
4. The Great Railroad Strike, 1877 was provoked by the B&O RR’s cutting wages for the second time in a year; remembered as the first strike in US history; paralyzed the nation’s commerce for 45 days; forced governors in 10 states to mobilize militia to re-open RR traffic

5. Sherman Anti-Trust Act, 1890 forbade only unreasonable combinations or contracts in restraint of trade; it had little immediate impact on the regulation of large corporations; in the last decade of the 19th Century, the act was used primarily to curb labor unions.

- The act declared illegal “every contract, combination in the form of trust, or otherwise, or conspiracy in restraint of trade among several states.”

6. Homestead Strike, 1892 began as a dispute between Amalgamated Association of Iron and Steel Workers and the Carnegie Steel Company; the AA refused to accept pay cuts and went on strike in Homestead, Pennsylvania; ultimately, the strike culminated in a battle between strikers and private security guards hired by the company.
7. Pullman Strike, 1894 – When the national economy fell into a depression, the Pullman Car Company cut wages while maintaining rents and prices in a company town of 12,000 workers – resulted in a strike that halted a substantial part of American railroad commerce. The strike ended when President Cleveland ordered federal troops to Chicago, ostensibly to protect RR-carried mail, but in reality, to crush the strike.

8. The Anthracite Coal Strike of 1902 – by United Mine Workers of America in eastern Pennsylvania; was arbitrated with the active involvement of President Teddy Roosevelt; marked the first time the federal govt intervened in a labor dispute as a neutral arbitrator.
9. The Wagner Act of 1935 (also known as the National Labor Relations Act) – ensured workers’ rights to organize and bargain collectively; passage of the act led to a dramatic increase in labor union membership.

10. The Congress of Industrial Workers (CIO) – led by John Lewis; organized unskilled and semi-skilled factory workers in basic manufacturing industries like steel and automobiles

11. The Split Between the AFL and the CIO – the American Federation of Labor split apart because they favored organizing workers according to their skills and trades; the CIO favored organizing all workers in a particular industry.

12. Taft-Hartley Act, 1947 – primary purpose was to curb the power of labor unions; supporters of the act believed that:

- unions were abusing their power


- widespread strikes would endanger the nation’s vital defense industries


- some labor unions were infiltrated by Communists


- employers were being coerced into hiring union workers

13. United Farm Workers were organized by Cesar Chavez and Dolores Huerta; union of farm workers
