Categories Used by Historians to Organize Information: PEECS
P  -- Political (questions of how humans are governed, including such matters as the exercise of power in peace and war, the use of law, the formation of governments, the collection of taxes, and the establishment of public services. Who has power? How’d they get it? How do they keep it?)
· Conflict/wars
· Court decisions
· Degree of political centralization
· Elections
· Extent & nature of bureaucracy
· Extent of popular participation
· Government changes
· Government structures
· Ideological foundations of govt
· Justice system
· Laws (legislation)
· Levels of state control (local v. central authority)
· Method of succession to leadership
· Military organization
· Rights of citizens
· Role of government
· Treaties/alliances
E – Economic (production, distribution & consumption of goods; monetary policies; taxation; domestic and international)
· Monetary system

· Banking system

· Trade

· Products for export/import

· Industry

· Agriculture
· Economic cycles (expansion, recession and depression)
· Standard of living

· Employment

· Taxes

· Technology/invention

· Merchants

· Labor systems

· Urbanization

· Gender divisions in economic practices

E – Environmental (pertaining to the natural surroundings and resources)

· Natural resources & lack

· Weather patterns

· Forestation/deforestation

· Environmental problems/conditions

· Pollution

· Human-environment interaction

· Physical geography

· Preservation and conservation
C – Cultural (what people do and/or believe; the arts, technology, education, religion…)
· Religion

· Gender/social hierarchies

· Art/literature/music

· Norms/customs/traditions

· Holidays/celebrations

· Clothing

· Foods

· Leisure time (entertainment)
S – Social (people’s interactions with others; relationships)

· Social structures (classes)

· Social mobility

· Family functions

· Population changes

· Gender roles

· Marriage practices

· Birth/death rates
